History of Present Attach.
About seven years ago patient was ordered by his medical attendant a mixture containing the hydrate of chloral and the bromide of potassium in order to relieve a spasmodic retention of urine, of which he then complained. He took about a drachm of each of these drugs daily for six years regularly, and during that time neither he nor his friends observed any hurtful effects, either mental or bodily. Patient confesses, however, that the drug had enslaved him to some extent, as he felt a desire for its sedative effect apart from its medicinal action, somewhat akin to the drink-craving of the habitual tippler.
Six years after patient began taking chloral he had an attack of bronchitis, and was ordered a mixture containing chloral (no bromide this time) to allay the breathlessness and procure sleep. The The neuralgic pains, frequently complained of, were absent in this instance, but were present in two patients, who had been treated with chloral in the asylum, which ceased when the habitual dose was discontinued.
The paralyzing effect on the mental faculties, and the moral deterioration produced by the drug, bear a striking resemblance to the psychical changes observed in dipsomania. Hie symptoms are, in fact, almost identical, with, however, this exception, that while in this case at the same time the bodily disturbances evanesced, the patient appeared to get rid of the mental derangement. This does not occur in the dipsomaniac, he retaining all the deceitful and lying tendencies and moral alienation of his disease when sober, thus rendering the prognosis of chloralism as regards relapse in a measure more hopeful.
The total discontinuance of the chloral, the alterative and tonic effect of strychnine (which is regarded by some as an antidote for chloral), and the physiological life enforced by asylum discipline, all no doubt contributed materially to the recovery of the patient.
